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*********IMPORTANT – PLEASE SHARE WITH ALL SECURE AUTOMATED FIREARMS E-CHECK (SAFE) USERS**********
 
Hello –
 
Effective immediately, the SAFE generated ATF Form 4473 is no longer to be used.
 
Many of you may have already received the attached notification from the ATF.
 
We have been notified that the SAFE generated 4473 is not compliant with ATF Rule 2016-2 and cannot be used by Washington State Firearm
Dealers.
 
We are working with our vendor to remove the generated 4473 from SAFE (as well as several entry fields that are 4473-specific), to prevent any
inadvertent use of the SAFE generated 4473, however, that will take some time to complete. 
 
The Washington State Department of Licensing Firearm Transfer Application (FTA) form is NOT affected by this change.  
 
Our apologies for not making this determination sooner. 
 
Thank you,
 
Kateri Candee
Division Commander
Washington State Patrol | Firearms Background Division
Office: 360-704-7841 | VoIP: 11841
Cell: 360-239-2292
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FFL Alert 


-WA FFLs–


To WA State FFLs: 


This is an important reminder from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF). 


As of January 1, 2024, the implementation of Washington State Patrol’s Secure Automated 
Firearms E-Check (SAFE) system to conduct background-checks is scheduled to take effect. ATF 
wants to remind WA FFL’s who seek to utilize an electronic version of the ATF Form 4473 - 
instead of the paper format – that they must first meet the conditions set forth under ATF Ruling 
2016-2 Electronic ATF Form 4473. In addition, FFLs must follow all instructions when 
completing ATF Forms 4473, including the order in which ATF Form 4473 is completed. 27 
C.F.R. § 478.21 and 27 C.F.R. § 478.124. Failure to comply with federal firearms regulations
could result in a report of violations.


Some of the more pertinent conditions set forth under ATF Ruling 2016-2  are as follows: 


o The FFL MUST complete Section A of ATF Form 4473 PRIOR to the purchaser
completing Section B.


o The ATF Form 4473 (Section B) must be started and completed by the purchaser ONLY
at the licensed business premises and AFTER Section A is completed by the FFL.


o The purchaser MUST sign the ATF Form 4473 via an electronic signature pad prior to
printing or may be handwritten (ink) signatures on the printed copy of the e-Form 4473
with instructions.


o ATF regulations do not allow any electronic 4473 system to auto-populate any portion of
the ATF Form 4473.


The storage of any electronically completed ATF Form 4473 must comply with ATF Ruling 2022-
01, and all electronically saved forms must be saved to an onsite electronic storage device. 


Should any further procedural clarification be needed, please contact the Seattle Field Division at 
SeattleDiv@atf.gov , (206) 204-7693 (western WA) or (509) 324-7881 (eastern WA) and ask to 
speak with an Industry Operations representative. Thank you for your diligence in this matter.  
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