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How Many People are

Wrongfully Convicted?

330 DNA exonerations in the U.S.

Source: The Innocence Project

1,616 documented exonerations nationwide since 1989
Source: The National Registry of Exonerations

154 capital defendants exonerated from U.S. death rows
Source: Death Penalty Information Center

37 documented exonerations in Washington State

13 IPNW exonerations, including 4 DNA exonerations
Source: The National Registry of Exonerations

Updated: June 17, 2015



Leading Causes of Wrongful
Convictions

Mistaken eyewitness identification
Coerced confessions

Unreliable forensic work
Informant/Snitch testimony

Police & prosecutorial misconduct

Ineffective defense counsel



L
What DNA has taught us:

Contributing Causes of Wrongful Convictions (first 325 DNA exonerations)
Total 1s more than 100% because wrongful convictions can have more than one cause.
100%
:
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s 2%
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40%
g . Eyewitness Misidentification (235 cases)
o 0% 2 . Unvalidated / Improper Forensics (154 cases)
15% . False Confessions / Admissions (88 cases)
I B Informants / Snitches (48 cases)

Source: The Innocence Project www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction



http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction
http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction
http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction
http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction
http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction

R - :
RCW 10.73.17/0

The court shall grant a motion requesting DNA testing
under this section if . . . The convicted person has shown
the likelihood that the DNA evidence would demonstrate

Innocence on a more probable than not basis.

* k% %

DNA testing ordered under this section shall be performed
by the Washington state patrol crime laboratory.



IPNW Collaboration with
Washington State Patrol Crime Laboratory
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Ted Bradford

Exonerated in 2010 after spending 9 years in prison for a crime he did not commit
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Larry Davis & Alan Northrop

Exonerated in 2010 after spending 17 years in prison for a crime they did not commit
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Larry Davis / Alan Northrop DNA Testing Summary
Evldence Submitted for DBA Testing

1.} Pubic Comb ard Comaings (itam 77-1, step 2] [ona) €  {f (m (RH) - DNA obtained from 17

2 Wail Scrapings [tem 77-L, st2p 7] {ona) (€] (FF} (&) :

A} =Cord L= Ssmale [item 1) {DHA] (3] 3] Item S

4.} *Cord 27 Ssmale [item 2) {DHA] (3] 3]

5.) Hair 3.2 [frem 177-1) |Ena) ] _

6.} Hair 2.4 itam £77-1) [na) © - Northrop and Davis

7.] Hmirs.a (am 1771 [DNA) € i

£.] *Cord £ Knot [item 1) [DNA) g excluded from all 17

9.) “Card 2° Krat [ftem 2 [N I

10 )Goratdh Mark Swaobings [item 77-1, step 3| DAY E] (FH)

11)wad of Black Duck Tape (item &} (CHA) () - Foreign Profiles obtained
12 Jvaginal Swashing (item 77-14) [DNA) (€] {RH) _

13 }5erital swabaing (em 771, step 2] i) £ {reH) from 7 items

14.]smir 2.2 ffrem 177-1) [N I

15.)#8ir 3.1 ffrem 177-1) [BhA) 18

16 )#Hsir 7.1 (ft=m 177-1 1 1
E7 s 2 oo tr ooy - Redundant foreign profiles
1%)3lack T=oe Rall [itam 2) Mo DNA) on 2 key items: pubic

18 JUtifty Knite [item 3] [No DHA) ) _

301 Jara Cixsp frzm 7) [Wo BNa] comb and nail scrapings
21 )Two Hairs (tem 177-1) o DA)

2F |Folded Business Card [item 5) B DNA]

23 J"Flakes~ from Sexual Ass=ult Kit {item 77-1, fepi] B DRA)

4. )z=liva Samale (ftem 77-L, st2p E) (Mo DNA)

A5 )Pulled Pubic Hair (item 77-1, step 3] (Mo DNA]

AB.)Purpls Bra (fte=m 77-2] (Mo DNA]

27.White Socks [fem 77-2] Mo BNA)

EEY;

(DNA) = DNA profiles) suitabls for comparnson obkained from the evidenoe.

{E] = Both Larry Davis and Alsn Marthrop excloded from all the ORA profiles ootzined from the svidence.
|F]= Foreizn DXA profile [rat Laery Davis, Alsn Northrog, K2 Barrison, Ron Hansen] faund on the evidenos

B} = *Fedundant” foriegn ¥-5TR DNA profile (forzizn Y-5TR profile that is consistent with another foreign ¥-5TR
profile found on other coime sp=ne evidanos| fownd on the syddence.

{RH] = DMN& mstching or consistent with Ron Hansen, the Doytriend of the wictim, found on the svidernce,



Jeramie Davis

Exonerated in 2013 after spending 6 years in prison for a crime he did not commit
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IPNW Statistics &

Future Forecast

IPNW receives over 300 requests for
assistance each year

Post-conviction DNA testing is
currently underway in 5 cases

Active efforts to obtain DNA testing in
approximately 20 additional cases

60 additional potential DNA cases in
various stages of review




QUESTIONS?

Anna M. Tolin
Deputy Director

Innocence Project Northwest
atolin@uw.edu
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