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Catching Up on 2013!

Since we posted our last newslet-
ter in 2012, a lot has happened!
We have new marihuana laws,
new DNA submission needs for
casework, and we have been very
busy in hiring and filling positions
and expanding the services we can
offer. Most of the changes that
have occurred are mentioned and
discussed in this newsletter, along
with some updates on programs
within the bureau. So please take
a few minutes to find out what has
been happening over the past year
or so.

For much of the past year, a major
part of my job has been to try to fill

some long-needed positions
across the division. Over the past
12-15 months or so, we have
added more than 20 new staff
members to the Crime Lab or Toxi-
cology Lab. This has enabled us
to address backlogs, increase
casework services we offer, bring
new management into the bureau,
and better able to offer training to
user agencies. We are very
pleased to add new staff; we want
to fill more positions and we are
happy in the direction of the bu-
reau.

Please continue to check the other
changes we are making in the

Super Bowl Champs!!!

Courtesy of Terry McAdam

bureau. As always, please feel
free to contact us with your needs,
concerns, or questions.

DNA CaSe Acceptance Guidelines (continued on page 3)

The CLD recently established
DNA Case Acceptance Guide-
lines to improve efficiency and
promote analysis of evidence
most likely to yield results.
These Guidelines support ef-
forts to improve customer ser-
vice by reducing backlogs and
providing timely investigative
information. Several key
points:

1. At initial submission for
all DNA cases, we need:

A. A completed DNA
case Supplemental Infor-
mation form

B. Reference samples
from victim(s), suspect(s)
and elimination /
consensual partner refer-
ences (if applicable). If
you cannot provide refer-
ences, please indicate the
reason on the Supplemen-
tal Information form under
Additional Comments.

2. Evidence submission will
be accepted in a ‘tiered
approach’. Initial submis-
sion will normally be lim-
ited to 5 items (not includ-
ing references). Addi-

tional items may be sub-
mitted after discussion
with the DNA scientist or
DNA supervisor.

3.  We need appropriate con-
tact information from in-
vestigators (email, phone
number). If inquiry calls
or emails from the labora-
tory are not returned
within 21 days, submitted
requests for analysis may
be cancelled and the evi-
dence returned.

4. The CLD will no longer
(See Page 3, DNA)
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CLD Clan Lab Response Team Reactivated

The CLD assistance to law
enforcement agencies investi-
gating potential clandestine
drug labs will once again be
available in an official capac-
ity for a 6 month trial period.
The Clan Lab Response Team
(CLRT) consists of four Forensic
Scientists who will share on-
call time to provide state wide
coverage. Jason Dunn
(Vancouver Lab) and David
Northrop (Marysville Lab) will
share on-call duties for West-
ern Washington; Jason Stenzel
and Jason Trigg (both from

the Kennewick Lab) will share
on-call duties for Eastern
Washington. The team will be
available for “cold-zone” re-
sponse via call out using the
Crime Scene Response Team
(CSRT) phone number (253~
255-3064). Cold-zone re-
sponse will entail advising es-
tablished lab teams from vari-
ous law enforcement agencies
at the scene without actively
entering the “hot-zone”. The
CLRT will be able to provide
assessment of hazards and

materials at the scene to assist
in determining if an illicit sub-
stance is being manufactured
and how to safety and prop-
erly collect evidence of the
process. CLRT members are
also available to provide train-
ing on clandestine labs to law
enforcement personnel. If it is
determined that the CLRT is
effective, helpful, and useful to
our customers and public
safety, the trial period will
likely be extended.

Latent Prints, Questioned Documents in Cheney Lab

The CLD is constantly trying to
improve customer service and
to offer more forensic services
to agencies across the state.

A Latent Prints section has
been added to the Cheney Lab,
a goal that materialized in late
2013.

The Latent Prints section in
Cheney is composed of two full-
time forensic scientists and a
supervisor. There is a fully func-
tional physical processing and
photography lab stationed

within the Cheney Lab. The sec-
tion is now receiving casework
for physical processing, compari-
sons, and AFIS searches for East-
ern Washington. The Olympia
Lab will continue to serve law
enforcement agencies in Western
Washington.

Contacts in Cheney will be Mr.
Jeff Riolo
(jeff.riolo@wsp.wa.gov) or Mr.
Brett Bishop
(brett.bishop@wsp.wa.gov) or
phone (509) 625-5401.

Questioned Documents

The QD Section has been relo-
cated to the Cheney Laboratory.
The QD Section is composed of 2
analysts who handle the casework
for document examination, hand-
writing examination, and voter
registration training across the
state,

To contact the QD Section in the
Cheney Lab, please contact Mr.
Andrew Szymanski
(andy.szymanski(@wsp.wa.gov) or
Mr. Brett Bishop (brett.
bishop@wsp.wa.gov or call (509)
625-5401.

Marihuana and THC and the new laws

Following the passage of voter
initiative 502, the CLD had to
change its procedure for identi-
fying marihuana. The initiative
changed the definition of mari-
huana in the RCW to include
the requirement that plant mate-
rial contain a THC
(tetrahydrocannibinol) concen-
tration of >0.3% for it to be
identified as such. Previously,
CLD scientists and trained

Marihuana Leaf Identification
Technicians could identify
marihuana with a combination
of chemical and microscopic
tests. With the new 0.3% THC
requirement, the Leaf Identifi-
cations technicians no longer
had the technology and proce-
dures necessary to identify
marihuana and the CLD was
forced to develop new proce-
dures. We now have scientists

trained to complete THC quan-
tification. The procedures are
very time consuming but neces-
sary to meet the demands of the
law. It is still illegal for juve-
niles to possess marihuana, and
certain quantities of marihuana
are limited for all individuals.
Since Dec 2012, the CLD has
examined over 300 cases re-
quiring THC quantitation.
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DNA (continued from page 1)

routinely accept touch DNA
samples (i.e. analysis specifi-
cally for skin cells from han-
dling objects). Exceptions can
be warranted on a case by case
basic (e.g. violent crimes with
no other evidence) following
communications between the
investigator and DNA scientist
Or Supervisor.

5. If it is necessary for the
CLD to consume evidence for
DNA analysis, the investigator
or prosecutor will be contacted
and asked to submit the 4u-
thorization for Consumption of

DNA Evidence form prior to
completion of analysis.

The CLD continues to limit
acceptance of property crime
DNA submissions. If accepted,
the initial submission will gen-
erally be limited to 2 evidence
items and will require the Au-
thorization for Consumption of
DNA Evidence form and sus-
pect reference sample(s) (if
applicable).

Other sections within the CLD
remain unaffected by these new

guidelines. For case involving
multiple examination, these
guideline only apply to evi-
dence on which DNA analysis
is requested.

The new forms can be accessed [

both through the Request for
Laboratory Examination, avail-
able at the CLD website (http://
www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/
crimlabs.htm) or from the web-
site itself. If there are any
questions, please contact your
local laboratory for assistance.

Crime Scene Response Team

Our Crime Scene Response
Team stayed very busy through-
out 2013. Following a banner (9)
year in 2012, where the team
responded to 122 scenes, we fol -
lowed in 2013 with 110 scenes
from 20 of the 59 Washington
counties. Our folks stayed very

busy throughout the year!
The CSRT consists of D scientists

assigned full time to crime scene
response calls from across the
state. The team is also composed
of a group of scientists from our
labs who volunteer each month
to be on call for crime scene re-

sponse. This is in addition to

regular casework duties in DNA,
Material Anall]sis, Firearms,
Latent Prints.

In (2013, most of the calls for
crime scene assistance came from
agencies other than the WSP.
Around 75% of the calls came
from non-WSP agencies. Over
90% of the calls for assistance
come as a result of violent crime.
Typically, we do not respond to
property crimes except for ex~

tenuating circumstances.

In 2013, we brought a new in~
strument into use ~ a 3-D scan~

ner that does a remarkable job in

sketching/ documenting evidence
locations at scenes. We also have
applied for ASCLD/LAB accredi~
tation for Crime Scene Response
and hope to add that to our list of

accredited forensic clisciplines in

2014.

If a law enforcement agency has
need for assistance from our CSRT
or would like us to help in training,

please contact the Crime Scene

Coordinator at (253) 255-3064.

Forensic Services Guidelines, Revision 7

We have a new revision of the
Forensic Services Guide, Revision
7. ltis available on the FLSB
website (http://

www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/
fisbhome.htm)

We have updated many of the
sections, including information
about contact information on new

management for Crime Lab and
Tox Lab, DNA Case Submission
guidelines, and changes in how
we complete Marihuana analysis,
among many other changes.

Also, we have included a section
on the WSP High Tech Crimes Unit
(HTCU), mostly concerned with
computer forensic analysis. Their

website: http://

www.wsp.wa.gov/crime/
iad.htmi#sis

Please take a look at the FSG and
contact us with questions or com-
ments, or how we can help you.

George.johnston@wsp.wa.gov

2013 Tulip Festival

Photo courtesy of Mitch Lant

3-D High Definition Scanner
and Bullet Trajectory

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL

CLD:

http://www.wsp.wa.gov/foren

sics/crimlabs.htm
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Online Opportunities and Information Sharing:

We always are trying to provide more information on the CLD website, mak-
ing it easier to see what we can offer. Some of the new information posted
recently at the CLD Website (http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/

Phone: (206) 262-6020 crimlabs.htm):

Fax: (206) 262-6091 ) o
e Technical and Training Manuals for the CLD are now posted

g:srgznjihnstom (206) 262-6005 e FAQs are available to answer questions for investigators, students, and

george.johnston@wsp.wa.gov general interest. If you have questions, please feel free to send them my
way and we can try to answer.

FLSB:

: e The Forensic Services Guidebook has been revised and is now available
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/flsbhome.htm

online

Crime Lab:

[ " e The DNA forms mentioned in this newsletter are available to download
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/crimlabs.htm

e The Request for Laboratory Examination (RFLE) is posted and can be

Toxicology Lab: accessed and/or downloaded
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/toxicology.htm

e Our Intern Application is posted for our summer interns.

Impaired Driving: e Brochures describing some of the services we offer are available.
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/impdriving.htm

e The CLD Survey for user agency comments is posted online! The sur-

WWW.WSD.WA.80V veys are always available from individual labs, but now the survey is

posted online at the CLD website (http://www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/

crimlabs.htm)

Databases and Stats

CODIS AFIS IBIS/NIBIN

DNA testlng by the CLD resulted AFIS (Automated Fingerprint IBIS/NIBIN is t].’l(:‘ national clatabase
in 358 hits in 2013 using the Com-  Identification System) is a designed to input cartridge cases

bined DNA Index System group of databases E.Waﬂ- from one scene and provide a mecha~
(CODIS). Since implemented in able to the Latent Prints Liab  nism to compare cartridge cases from
Hurricane Ridge 2001, this crime-fighting tool has ‘0 S¢arch latentprints. In  other, possibly unrelated crime
provided investigators with over 2013, the LPL had 800. scenes. Our Firearms Section is heav-
2723 leads searches for AFIS, which ily involved with the IBIS/NIBIN

resulted in 220 hits (>25% program. Over the past 12 months,
The CODIS Lab receives apprOXi- hit rate, exceuent!)' T.he lab there were over 1600 cases for IBIS
mately 1,100 convicted offender also had 17 1.11t5 to re.gls— entry, which is about double the to-
samples each month. The resulting tered latent impressions that tals of 2012. However, over the years,
database contains over 236,000 game fro:.:n the AFIS data- the program has had almost 700 hits
DNA profiles from Washington base, which helped to solve between cartridge cases from differ~

offenders convicted of a felony, or 17 or more additional

crimes. The lab had similar ent cases, linking them to the same

ce.rtain gross misdemeanors and numbers in 2012, again with | 8*™
misdemeanors. almost a 28% hit rate. These
{ The felon samples from convicted ~ are great examples of the For more information on the
criminals are compared regularly value of the databases, when = IBIS/NIBIN program, please see the
with DNA evidence retrieved we hta]:e the Fl;.ta to d0<1:u- }nochure at the CLD site: {
ment how evidence col- http:/ / www.wsp.wa.gov/ torensics
Helping students from the scenes of more than lected at the scene can be docs/crimelab/nibin_brochurepdf

5,700 crimes statewide and against

i i ' . . linked to people or other
appreciate science! the nationwide CODIS database. peop

crimes. Nice work!
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