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CHRISTINE O. GREGOIRE JOHN R. BATISTE

Governor Chief
STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STATEPATROL
General Administration Building 1 PO Box 42600 { Olympia, WA 98504 -2600 { (360) 596 -4000 1 www.wsp.wa.gov

April 1, 2010

Dear Fire Servideartners and Advocates:

¢CKS dHnndg CANB Ay 2 aKAy3d2yé 1 yydzadt wSLER2NI K
Washington State Fire Service as reported in the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS).
Special thanks to the 421 fire sergiagencies who provided the information that made this report
possible. The safety of our citizens and the communities we protect is of paramount concern for
leaders at every level of government. The leaders who commit to participating in NFIRS ¢entribu
toward public safety.

When your local data is submitted to the statewide database, trends are identified that impact the
quality of life in our state. The causes of fires that result in deaths, injuries, and financial loss are all
important factors that assist fire prevention efforts and strategies instituted by local, state, and
federal agencies.

The NFIRS program demonstrates the leadership of the Washington Fire Chiefs, Washington Fire
/| 2YYA&ZaA2YSNRBEI YR SOSNE Y&tesSw ar makdgyMeshingtdn i S Q
safer.
Sincerely,

% P LT

CHIEF JOHN R. BATISTE
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CHRISTINE O. GREGOIRE JOHN R. BATISTE

Governor Chief
STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STATEPATROL
General Administration Building 1 PO Box 42600 { Olympia, WA 98504 -2600  (360) 596 -4000 1 www.wsp.wa.gov
April 1, 2010

Dear Fire Service Partners:

¢CKS dunndg CANB Ay 2FakKAy3dz2yé ! yydzt wSLI2NI Aff dzad N
86% of the fire agencies from across the state with an emplbasiise incidents. The participating agencies

protect approximately 98% of the population in Washington State/ T2 NY' I G A2y O2y Gl Ay SR Ay
annual report details

Firestook the lives of 59 people.

Fires resultingn excess of $239 millioof property and contentloss.
More than 25,300 fire incidents.

Over 620,00@otal incidents.

More than 420,000 rescue and emergency medical service incdent
200 injuries related to the use of fireworks.

A 3% increase in fire service participation.

=A =4 = = -8 -8 9

Everyday fie service personnel provide critical services to the citizens of the state of Washington. Tracking
the array of emergencies that occur in our communities is an essential part of implementing and sustaining
the programs and services that are needed tcegafrd life and property. The National Fire Incident

Reporting System (NFIRS) is the program that enables fire agencies to record each emergency incident and
document the actions taken to mitigate the situation.

Today, leaders at the local, state, andional levels are armed with more timely, accurate, and useful NFIRS
information to help guide the decisiemaking process. The Washington State Patffice of the State

Fire Marshal and the Washington Fire Chiefs continue to encourage monthly repati that we can

respond to inquiries about incident activity. We are pleased with the progress and commitment
demonstrated by so many agencies in our state.

Sincerely,

oo ©

Acting State Fire Marshal Paul Perz
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April 1, 2010

Dear Fire Servideeaders of Washington State:

We count things that are important to us. We count our kids before we lda@ark, we count the dollars
in our paycheck, and we coufite statistics to help provide the bepbssible servicéor our communities
with the resourceswe have available to us.

The Washington Fire Chiefs is proud to support the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) and
encourages every fire agency to participate in the program. NFIRS provides local fire agencies with a uniform
methodfor collecting and maintaining emergency response data. We thank the fire agencies that

contributed information for inclusion in the 290Fire in Washington report. You make it possible to illustrate

the demand for emergency services in Washington State.

Accurate and timely information is essential to supporting the efforts of decisiakers at the local, state,

and national levels. We encourage all leaders to provide an emphasis cdrilsa decisions while
implementing, maintaining, and evaluatieffective and efficienpublic safety programs and services. As fire
service leaders, we must work together to ensure our NFIRS data is accurate and submitted to the Office of
the State Fire Marshal on a timely basis. The more quickly the informatieceiyed, the sooner the

resource becomes available for analysis.

The Washington Fire Chiefs values the partnership we have developed with the Office of the State Fire
Marshal. We thank you for making this cooperative effort to assemble a scientifipgmive of our fire
incidents a priority. This is what helps to make Washington State a great community to live in and raise
families!

Together we Servé&ducate and Lead!
Sincerely,
Chief Wayne SenteCFO

President
Washington Fire Chiefs
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Preface

RevisedCode Washington43.44.060 requires fire incidents to be reported to the Office of the State

Fire Marshal in accordance with the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). NFIRS is an all
incident reporting system that captures the frdinge of incident activity. Many agencies document

and report all incidents, while some agencies only report fires as stated in the statute.

This report provides an overview of all incident categories reported, wihriformation reported

in 2009asthe primary focus. The statistical reports are generated from the United States Fire
Administration web site based on NFIRS 5.0 data reported from the Washington State Fire Service.
Figures presented may vary slightly based on the day the summary repsmjenerated. Any data
submitted after the summary reports were generated are not reflected in this publication.
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Participation

RCW 43.44.060 states that fire agencies are required to submit fire incidents to the Office of the
State Fire Marshal in aordance with the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). The
Office of the State Fire Marshal maintains the statewide NFIRS database, which is capable of
accepting any incident documented in accordance with the NFIRS 5.0 format. NFIRS &ll© is an
incident reporting system that enables every fire agency to document incidents electronically in a
uniform format. In Washington, some agencies report only fires, while the majority of the agencies
report all incident activity.

The number of agencseparticipating in NFIRS continues to increase. The chart below provides the
number of agencies that submitted data for inclusion in the publidhieel in Washington Annual
Reportssince 2002. In 2009, participationcreased 3% over the previous yeathwd21 out of 489

fire agencies providing information.

NFIRS 5.0 Participation in Washington Sta
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2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009

% of Reporting 50% | 64% | 76% | 78% | 79% | 81% | 83% | 86%
Total Agencies 543 535 528 522 512 505 500 489
-# of Agencies not Reportini 270 191 127 116 110 95 85 68
i Agencies Reporting 273 344 401 406 402 410 415 421

Includes agencies repamg electronically to NFIRS aadencies that submitted a statemeat no fire incidents in 2009.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal will continue to work closely with the fire service to encourage
participation and accurate reporting. NFIRS information is now being regularly requssthe

public, media, legislature, and other state and federal agencies. In order to provide the most
current firerelated information, monthly reporting by every fire agency is essential.
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Washington Fire Clock

Frequency of Responses as Reporte@009
Based on NFIRS data only.

ONE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE
EVERY 50 SECONDS

One Structure Fire Reported in
Washington Every
1.1 Hours

One Fire Reported in Washington

Every 21 minutes

One EMS/Rescue Incident Reported One Intentionally Set Fire Reported

Every 1.1 minutes Every 3.8 Hours

(
Dollar loss reported as a result of fire:
$655,721 every day
$27,322 every hour

$455 every minute
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