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Message from Chief Batiste  

 
 
 
 
 

T  
Task Force (MECTF) has investigated over t
major accomplishments.      

The goal of this report is to communicate our efforts in making a difference every day to 
improve the quality of life for our families, he 
dedication and professionalism of the task force.  Every success in this report can be 
attributed to the outstanding efforts of the members of the task force.  

In 1999 the legislature created this multi-agency task force within the WSP to focus on 
missing child cases through referrals, on-site assistance, case management, and 
training. Each year, outside agencies contin se 
investigations by drawing from
expertise of the members of t

We are thankful for our partnerships in 2007 with C ent, Port of 
Seattle Police Department, City of Lakewood Police Department, and the Puyallup Police 
Department.  These agencies have sent their finest detectives to work side by side with 
the WSP.  As a multi-agency task force, MECTF will continue to recover missing children, 
protect them from sexual exploitation, and bring the perpetrators of these devastating 

 
 
 

It gives me great pleasure  
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his report summarizes many of the major cases the Missing and Exploited Children
he past year and highlights some of their 

friends, and children.  I am very proud of t

ue to increase the r effectiveness in cai
 the combined resources, knowledge, and technical 

he task force. 

entralia Police Departm

crimes to justice to ensure a safer future for our children. 

 

WSP CHIEF 
JOHN R. BATISTE 
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Mission Statements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Washington State Patrol  

The Washington State Patrol makes a difference every day, enhancing 
the safety and security of our state by providing the best in public safety 
services.   

 
 
 

Provides investigative services, technical support, and training to the 
WSP, law enforcement agencies, and community groups to improve 
the quality of life in the state of Washington.  

 

Investigative Assistance Division  

  Dedicated to protecting the children of Washington State by assisting 
and investigating missing child and exploitation cases. 

 

Missing & Exploited Children Task Force  
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Executive Summary  

 
The MECTF originated in September 1999 with the selection of one WSP sergeant, 
one WSP detective, and one c taffing was completed in 
May 2000.  Currently, the task force is made up of one WSP sergeant, one WSP 
detective, one City of Lakewood Police Department detective, one City of Puyallup 
Police Department detective, and one clerical support person. The MECTF is available 
to provide on-site assistance, case management, and training.   
 
The 1999 Legislature passed Senate Bill 5108 (Chapter 168, Laws of 1999), 
sponsored by Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen, which created the Missing and 
Exploited Children Task Force (MECTF) within the Washington State Patrol (WSP).  
The focus of this multi-agency task force is to assist law enforcement, state agencies, 
and custodial parent(s) or legal guardian(s) by conducting investigations on missing, 
abducted, and exploited children.   
 
Senate Bill 5108 also created the MECTF Advisory Board.  The 12 member Advisory 
Board is comprised of state, federal, and local officials (see page 12).  The Board 
meets quarterly and advises the WSP Chief on the management and coordination of 
the various activities of the task force.    

 
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 13.60.100, states “The legislature finds a 
compelling need to address the problem of missing children, whether those children 
have been abducted by a stranger, are missing due to custodial interference, or are 
classified as runaways. Washington State ranks twelfth in the nation for active cases 
of missing juveniles and, at any given time, more than one thousand eight hundred 
Washington children are reported as missing. The potential for physical and 
psycholo e finds that 
it is para ffort to 
resolve 

 
This annual report to the legislature regarding the MECTF is mandated in Chapter 
168, Laws of 1999, Section 2 (5): 

 
“By December 1, 2001, and annually thereafter, the Chief of the State Patrol shall 
submit a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature.  The report shall 
establish performance measurements and objectives for the task force and assess the 
accomplishments of the task force.” 

 
This report is being produced to provide all stakeholders with an assessment of the 
MECTF’s current status. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

lerical support person.  Initial s

gical trauma to these children is extreme. Therefore, the legislatur
mount for the safety of these children that there be a concerted e

cases of missing and exploited children.”  
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History  

 
T
C
i
c
e
( turn of missing 
children.   
 
I ing 
a
a
a  
collect all original dental radiographs and copies of dental charting notes regarding 
missing persons.   
 
T g 
p  
WSP decided to combine the Missing and Unidentified Persons Unit and MCC to 
provide more comprehensive service.  The unit has been renamed the Missing Person 
U
 
M
S
r
 
S
s ernor 
G ewis Bill" on May 5, 1999, 
establishing the MECTF into law.  The need to bridge the gap between coordinating the 
e ing 
c
 
T
o
e
L tive from the Ferry County Sheriff’s Office fulfilled 
the legislative mandate to create a multi-agency task force.  Currently, the task force 
c
P e, one City of Puyallup Police Department detective, and 
one clerical support person.  The task force is physically situated within the WSP IAD 
Headquarters, which is located in the General Administration Building on the Capitol 
Campus in Olympia, Washington.  
 
 
 

he 1985 Legislature mandated the WSP to establish a Missing Children 
learinghouse (MCC).  MCC was designed to assist law enforcement with their 

nvestigations and to give parents the appropriate direction depending on the case 
ircumstances.  The focus is to coordinate the exchange of information between law 
nforcement agencies, citizens, schools, the Department of Social and Health Services 
DSHS), and other interested groups regarding the location and re

n 1984, the Washington State Legislature mandated the establishment of a Miss
nd Unidentified Persons Unit within the WSP.  Pursuant to RCW sections 68.50.320 
nd 68.50.330, this unit was established as the state repository for dental document 
nd information regarding unidentified human remains.  Law enforcement is required to

he 2006 Legislature provided funding to expand MCC to assist and track all missin
erson cases.  In the interest of law enforcement, relatives, and the general public, the

nit (MPU) and is located in the Investigative Assistance Division.   

PU continues to provide all the services performed by both of the previous units.  
ince the establishment of MCC, now MPU, they have played a vital role in the 

ecovery of 5,084 missing children as of September 30, 2007. 

enate Bill 5108, sponsored by Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen, was introduced and 
ubsequently passed by the Legislature during the 1999 Legislative Session.  Gov
ary Locke signed this bill known as the "Teekah L

xchange of information by the MCC and assisting with actual investigations of miss
hildren was the major reason for the development of the MECTF.  

he first year, MECTF funding provided for WSP personnel consisting of one sergeant, 
ne WSP detective, one clerical support person, and two contract local law 
nforcement detectives.  By May 2000, the addition of a detective from the City of 
acey Police Department and a detec

onsists of one WSP detective sergeant, one WSP detective, one City of Lakewood 
olice Department detectiv
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Introduction  

 
The MECTF was the first task force of its kind the nation.  The primary fun
MECTF encompasses three tenets:  missing children cases, child exploitation ca
and to provide training to law enforcement and the public.  As part of the Investigativ
Assistance Division, this addresses the goal to respond to requests from other crimina
justice agencies for investigative assistance.  The performance measures created by 
the unit include the following: 
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Since its inception in September of 1999, the MECTF has received 432 requests fo
assistance.     
 

(As of November 1, 2007) 

Response to 90 percent of calls for service. 

 part of the WSP Chief’s performance agreement with the Governor for Fiscal Year
01, a target goal for MECTF was established to respond to 90 percent of all law 
forcement requests for assistance.  In 2007, MECTF responded to 100 percent of the
quests for assistance. 



 

Introduction (continued)  

 

Number of personnel trained and training sessions provided. 

Training Received:  In 2007, MECTF welcomed two new detectives; Detective Kim 
Holmes and Detective Shelby Wilcox.  Detective Holmes started in April, and is from 
the City of Lakewood Police Department. Detective Wilcox started in August, and is 
rom the City of Puyallup Polic

• 
 

e Department.  They have received approximately 253 
em with the necessary skills to investigate 

icts.  With the rising popularity of social networking sites and potential 
angers online, there have been more requests from parents and schools.  21 safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

f
hours of specialized training to equip th
crimes against children.   
 
Training Given:  MECTF has exceeded their goal of providing training to the public and 
the school distr
d
presentations were conducted with a total of 1,402 attendees, a 40% increase from 
2006.   
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Challenges   
 
 
 
 

2007 has been a year of transition for MECTF with a 75% turnover rate.  This was due 
, a 

nd many hours of training to start the 
certification process to conduct crimes against children.  In addition, they are required to 
maintain a caseload and provide public Internet safety presentations.   
 
Another challenge for the task force is keeping up with rapid advancements in 
technology.   The Internet has become a primary tool to victimize children today.  

 

to two outside agency detectives returning to their parent agencies.  Also in January
new WSP supervisor started. Per the advisory board’s suggestion, a two year 
commitment has been established for the supervisor of the task force.    
 
These new personnel were required to atte

According to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, one in five children 
is solicited online.  Our children are increasingly targeted online by sexual predators, or 
are sexually abused by those producing pornographic images to share widely through 
the Internet or other communications technology.  MECTF continues to battle on the 
front lines in the fight against predators on the Internet by becoming more proficient in 
investigating cyber crimes.      
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Task Force Activity  

 
The primary objective of the MECTF is to assist local, state, national, and international 
agencies with the investigation of missing and exploited children.  The task force 
accomplishes its mission by serving as a resource and providing investigative expertise. 
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In 2007, MECTF has assisted in 52 investigations which resulted in the recovery and/or 
location of seven missing children.  These cases involved a variety of circumstances, 
including 32 computer/exploitation cases, seven proactive cases, four custodial 
interference cases, two runaway children cases, two child abduction cases, and five 
“other” category cases involving human trafficking, identity theft, assisting with writing a 
search warrant for a potential homicide case, assisting Bremerton Police Department 
with serving a search warrant on their traveler case, and a missing person case 
involving the rape of a child.     
 

 
 

 

M ing online 
undercover equipment.  Many of the proactive online investigations result in a “traveler 
c iminal 
s
a cessful 
conviction, the defendants are required to register as a sex offender.   
 
M rt of 
I
t
a
w

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(As of November 1, 2007) 

ECTF continues to have success with their proactive investigations utiliz

ase” which involves a suspect who makes arrangements to meet a juvenile for cr
exual purposes.  There have been 7 new MECTF-initiated cases year-to-date, with 5 
rrests.  When these cases are forwarded for prosecution and with a suc

ECTF works closely with the WSP Computer Crimes Unit (CCU), which is also pa
AD.   CCU assists the MECTF with the forensic analysis of computers used by predators 
o exploit children.   CCU has been assigned 7 cases directly from MECTF.  They have 
lso assisted on most missions and warrants, as well as providing support and guidance 
ith technical issues. 



 

Interagency Cooperation   

 
As a multi-agency task force, part of MECTF’s success is attributed to the partnership 
with outside agencies.  MECTF appreciates the working relationships they have had with 
many other law enforcement agencies.  Previous partnerships have included detectives 
from the Lacey Police Department, Ferry County Sheriff’s Office, Port Orchard Police 
Department, Centralia Police Department and the Port of Seattle Police Department.  
Currently, MECTF is staffed with detectives from City of Lakewood Police Department 
and City of Puyallup Police Department.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
While working in MECTF, the detectives receive specialized training in the investigations 
of missing and exploited children cases.  After a two year commitment, the detectives 
return to their parent agencies as experienced investigators in this sensitive field.     
 
Since MECTF’s inception in September of 1999, there has been a steady flow of 
requests from various agencies for assistance with the investigation of missing and 
exploited children cases.   
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Interagency Cooperation (continued)  
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an 

issing, abducted, and exploited children will also increase.  This will lead to an 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 local law enforcement cases 
 
2006 local law enforcement cases 

In 2007, the MECTF also assisted multiple law enforcement agencies in the state of 
Washington.  As information about the task force continues to be shared, there is 
expectation that the assistance provided to agencies involved in the investigations of 

(1)

(1)

increasing number of children recovered and law enforcement personnel trained to 
conduct these types of investigations.   

m

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

2007 Advisory Board Members    
     

        

The MECTF Advisory Board was established by legislative ma
Board meets quarterly to ensure the successful accomplishment of the goals and 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

ndate.  The Advisory 

objectives of the task force.  Their role is to advise the WSP on the conduct, 
management, and coordination of the MECTF.  The following advisory board members
reflect the diversity of the criminal justice community:   

  Chief Terry Davenport, Shelton Police Department 

   Deputy Donald Dougherty, King County Sheriff’s Office 

   Jodi Erikson-Muldrew, Senior Prosecuting Attorney, Thurston County 

   Bert Farries, Special Agent, FBI 

   Dani Geissinger-Rodarte, Victim Specialist, FBI 

   Kate Greenquist, LECC Manager, US Attorney’s Office  

   Chris Johnson, Policy Director, Attorney General’s Office
   Christen Peters, Division Chief, Special Trials Division 

    Cheryl Rich, Constituent Relations Supervisor, Dept. of Social & Health Services 

   Darryl Roosendaal, Chief Criminal Investigation Section, Attorney General’s Office 

   Lana Weinmann, Chief Criminal Prosecutor, Attorney General’s Office 

    Samuel Weitz, Special Agent, Immigrations and Customs Enforcement  

 
 

(Sgt. John-Paul Sager, Chris Johnson, Sue Miller, Deputy Donald Dougherty,     
Dani Geissinger-Rodarte, Detective Kim Holmes, Detective Shelby Wilcox, Lt.     
Chris Gundermann)  
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Case Highlights  

 
Agency Assist 

 
MECTF was called by 
a WSP Trooper to a 
Thurston County rest 
area.  The trooper 
observed the suspect 
viewing child 
pornography while 
sitting in his disabled 
vehicle.  MECTF 
responded to the rest 
area, and took two 
laptops for a consent 
search.  The detective 
immediately located 
five images of child 
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pornography, and a 
warrant was obtained   
to forensically analyze 
the computers and 
search the suspect’s 
vehicle.  Eight external  
hard drives and several media devices were located.  
During the search warrant on the vehicle, evidence used for ID theft was also located.  

Cyberstalking 

In August, MECTF arrested a female suspect for the crime of Cyberstalking after a 
search warrant for the house had been issued. The suspect had been contacting the 

gh the ebay messaging system. The contents of the messages were 
threatening, harassing and also included a picture of the victim’s family to include her 
two young children and knowledge of where the victim’s children attended school. The 

ed within a couple of blocks from where the children attended school. During 
the search warrant a CD was found with the victim’s 
name on the front. During interviews with family 
members MECTF Detectives learned the suspect was 
obsessed with the victim and had collected as much 
information about the victim as possible including 
personal information and stored the information on a CD. 
The suspect was charged with one count of 

(WSP Trooper Jeff Pfluger) 

 

victim throu

suspect liv

Cyberstalking.  



 

Case Highlights (continued)  
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E

 
 

xploitation Case 

n March, MECTF received a Cybertip (see glossary) from an Internet service prov
hrough the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).  As the 

 
I ider 
t
investigation continued, detectives discove
residing in Lewis County.  The suspect allegedl
an Internet site that co
 
MECTF, CCU, Centralia and the Cheha
warrant of the suspect’s residenc
detectives located a digital camera fixed to
connected to a home computer. The suspect 
of a Minor Engaged in S
Engaged in Sexually Explic
Depictions of Minors E

images and 191 videos of depictions of mi
Although no images were found from the digita
days of the suspect’s arrest. Detectives bel
local children from occurring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In August, the suspect was sentenced to 12 months + 1 day and community custody as 
well as having to register as a sex offender. 

red the suspect to be a 42-year-old man 
y used his home computer to subscribe to 

ntained illegal images of child sexual abuse.   

lis Police Departments participated in a search 
e.  In a trailer located on the property of Alexander Park, 

 point directly to the playground area and 
was arrested for Possession of Depictions 

exually Explicit Conduct, Dealing with Depictions of Minors 
it Conduct, and Sending/Bringing into the State of Washington 

ngaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct. The suspect was transported 
to the Lewis County Jail.  This was an evidence intensive case with an estimated 5,653 

nors engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 
l camera, the park was due to open within 

ieve they may have prevented crimes against 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Camera from suspect’s trailer pointed towards playground)  
 



 

Case Highlights (continued)  

 
 Washington State Patrol  

November 2007 - 15 - 

 
 

 
C

 
 
 

ustodial Interference:  

hree children ages 6, 8, and 10 were recovered from a Puyallup middle school in June.     
he Hawaii Clearinghouse Coordinator contacted the Mi

 
T
T ssing Person Unit (MPU) in 
regard to a custodial interference case involving three children who had not been seen 
si ECTF and the Pierce County 
S cation of the children.  They 
w court 
proceedings, custody was turned back over to the custodial parent in Hawaii.  The 
N arranged for the airfare to send the 
c

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identity Theft:  

nce August of 2005.  In a joint effort involving MPU, M
heriff’s Office, research was conducted to determine the lo
ere located in Pierce County, then placed into protective custody.  After 

ational Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
hildren back to Hawaii.  

 
 

MECTF investigated a case referred from the Department of 
Licensing (DOL) regarding an individual who brought his 17 
year old son in for a driver’s license. The DOL representative 
realized the photo on the driver’s license was not the same 
as the 17 year old standing before him. It was believed after 
contact with the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children (NCMEC) that the 17 year old was a similar match 
to a missing boy from Snohomish County. An undercover 
camera was set up near the suspect’s residence with all 

persons of interest being captured on video coming and going from the home. After further 
investigation it was determined the 17 year old was not the missing boy from Snohomish 
County.  The case information was turned over to the WSP identity Theft Unit.  Currently, 
Identity T
 
 
 
 

heft, Aiding/Abetting and/or Perjury charges are pending.  



 

Case Highlights (continued)  

 
Proactive Case:  
 
On a fully sponsored trip to the Jalisco Police Department in Mexico, a MECTF detective 

as giving a training presentation on Internet crimes when an individual Instant Messaged 
the detective and started a sexual conversation.  The person wanted to meet the  
detective’s undercover profile that day, even when told she was thirteen years old.  A 
second chat occurred while the detective returned back to the WSP Olympia office, and 
the suspect called the undercover detective on the phone.  As the investigation continued, 
it was discovered the suspect was an Army Sergeant stationed at Fort Lewis.  The warrant 
information was sent to the Fort Lewis Criminal Investigation Division.  The suspect was 
arrested in January, and charged with two counts of Communicating with a Minor for 
I

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

w

mmoral Purposes.   
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Significant Accomplishments   

 
In May, MECTF and MPU recognized National 
Missing Children Day by distributing Child ID 
Kits and fingerprinting children at the Capitol 
Mall in Olympia. There were approximately 1
children who received the Child ID Kits. 
1983, National Missing Children Day was 
proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan and 
honored by every administ
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20 
In 

ration since.  May 25 
is recognized nationally, stemming from the day 

 

 

ies 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6-year-old Etan Patz disappeared from a New
York City street corner on his way to school in 
1979. His case remains unsolved and is an
annual reminder to the nation to renew efforts 
to reunite missing children with their famil
and make child protection a national priority.  
 

(Sgt John-Paul Sager talking with a parent) 

 
 (WSP Fingerprint Technician Kathy Thurman)

 
 
 

(Trooper Ted E. Bear partnering with Chuck E. Cheese) 



 

Significant Accomplishments (continued)  
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ation to be recognized by the Criminal 
ission (CJTC) to teach outside law enforcement agencies about 

their mission and the assistance the task force can provide.  This training will include 

e 
ips 

 
r efforts in locating missing children.  

 
MECTF partnered with the WSP Human Resources Division in a Combined Fund Drive 
Coffee Fundraiser to share the mission of the MECTF.  Over $400.00 was raised 
towards MECTF’s efforts.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MECTF detectives completed a training present
Justice Training Comm

assistance on how to conduct online investigations and successful strategies on 
investigating crimes against children.  Once this training is recognized by CJTC, 
MECTF will travel to outside agencies who may not have the resources or the expertis
necessary to investigate these crimes, and develop more positive working relationsh
with these agencies.   
 
MECTF is actively working on placing posters of missing children on commercial 
vehicles.  Currently, there are two national organizations that are interested in working
with us to accomplish ou

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year in Review  
 
 
 
 
 

 
JANUARY  
 
Detective Sergeant John-Paul Sager reported to MECTF as the new supervisor.   
 
MECTF was contacted by Ocean Shores PD who referred an online exploitation case
MECTF detectives contacted the victim who was contacted in a child only chat room 
called “kidchat”.  MECTF was given the computer on consent to search to track the 
suspect.   
 
MECTF gave an Internet safety presentation, in conjunction with the ISAFE program, at 
Nisqually Middle School. 
 

. 

A 25 year old Centralia man arrested by MECTF in May 2006 for initiating a sexual 
conversation and traveling to meet with the detective’s 13-year-old undercover profile, 
pled guilty to felony criminal impersonation and Communicating with a Minor for Immoral 
Purposes.   
 
MECTF conducted a knock and talk on a subject from Gold Bar who had been 
downloading depictions of minors engaged in sexually explicit conduct from a website. As 

 

 

a result, three computers were seized and forensically analyzed by the WSP CCU.  
There were 1,345 images located of children engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 

MECTF detectives assisted a U.S. Postal Inspector with a case in Sumas.  

FEBRUARY  

In November 2006, MECTF began an investigation on a suspect for Communicating with 
a Minor for Immoral Purposes.  KIRO 7 News was present doing an exclusive report on 
MECTF’s undercover online investigations.  As a result of the investigation, MECTF 
found the suspect was chatting from the Kitsap County Library in Port Orchard.  As 
MECTF detectives were conducting surveillance at the Port Orchard branch of the Kitsap 
County Library, the suspect entered the library and was later arrested.   

Detectives gave a presentation to the Nisqually Middle School student body and teache
regarding online safety issues, including MySpace and chat rooms.  This was the second 
presentation given to Nisqually Middle School.  The first presentation was given to 20 
students selected as ISafe mentors.  As a result of the original presentation with the ISafe 
mentors, MECTF detectives are starting a MySpace page to represent MECTF.  This will 
be a way for students and parents to contact MECTF via the Internet with concerns and 
questions regarding Internet safety.  This idea was well-received by the ISafe mentors, 
student body, and Nisqually Middle School staff.   

 

 
rs 
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Year in Review (continued)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
MARCH  
 
MECTF met with the Captain of the Seattle
Against Children (ICAC) and a SPD detec
used to conduct training throughout Wash
MECTF.   
 
The quarterly Advisory Board meeting was
 
MECTF met with a WSP Captain from Spo  
demonstrated how undercover online chat

MECTF detectives provided Internet safety
private girls high school in Seattle.  Detect s 
website) posted of the girls lacrosse team on the school’s In

an omly checked one of the names and discovered 
one girl’s MySpace account.  Detectives also discovered the girl’s home address from a 
public search engine, and that 22 sex offenders lived within five miles of this child’s 
house.  Detectives shared with the students to be very careful about what information 
they post on their MySpace, because of the danger of sexual predators.     

APRIL

 Police Department (SPD) Internet Crimes 
tive to finalize a PowerPoint presentation to be 
ington State and get the word out about 

 held on March 14, 2007.    

kane to give an overview of the task force, and
 investigations work.    

 training to approximately 625 students at a 
ives discovered names (no pictures on school’

ternet site.  No pictures were 
posted on the website.  A detective r d

 
 
Interviews were held for the outside agency vacancy. 
 
Sgt. Sager was asked to be a part of the statewide Human Trafficking Task Force.  The 
purpose of the task force is to establish awareness of trafficking, develop and share 
standardized approaches for dealing with vict s and government agencies.   
 
MECTF detectives attended training on international child abductions.   
 
MAY

im

  
 
Detective Kim Holmes from Lakewood Police epartment started with the MECTF.  She 
will be serving a two year contract with the task force.   
 
Sgt. Sager attended the WASPC conference  Wenatchee and gave an overview 

 prov s.  
 
MECTF assisted Bremerton Police Department and NCIS on serving a search warrant for 
evidence. 
 
MECTF attended eight hours of training o
 

D

in
epresentation on what services MECTF id

n Human Trafficking. 



 

Year in Review (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
M
a
 
JU

ECTF gave five Internet safety training presentations in May for a total of 360 
ttendees.  

NE 

ECTF held their quarterly Advisory Board meeting at District One Headquarters.  The 
oard was given a tour of the WSP Crime Lab.   

 
M
b
 
MECTF and MPU hosted eight international visitors from various countries in Europe.  
T
 
M  of the Association of 
Washington School Principals.  They discussed an avenue for MPU staff to electronically 
d
w
 
JULY

hey were given an overview of the both units.     

ECTF and MPU met with the School Safety Legislative Liaison

isseminate LOCATER posters regarding missing children.  MECTF is hoping to partner 
ith all middle schools, and local law enforcement to teach Internet safety.  

 
 
MECTF received a Cybertip from NCMEC on a specific e-mail address used to download 
images of sexual abuse.  The suspect allegedly used his home computer to subscribe to 
an Internet site that contained illegal images of child pornography / images of child sexual 
abuse.  In July, MECTF detectives arrested the 25 year old man.  After the suspect was 
interviewed, a search warrant was served at his residence in Tacoma.  Evidence 
obtained at his residence was submitted to the WSP CCU for forensic analysis.  In 
August, the suspect was charged with one count of Dealing in Depictions of Minor 
Engaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct and eight counts of Possession of Depictions of 
Minor Engaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct. 
 
A MECTF detective was using their undercover 13 year old profile and was contacted by 
an individual who stated he was 14.  When the detective was able to add him to their 
profile they learned his name was Matt, 21 years old and residing in South Carolina.  In a 
photograph on his Yahoo! profile he is holding a little girl.  Matt chatted with the detective 
about sex and sent five photos he had just taken of his genitals.  When Matt allowed the 
detective to add him as a “friend” the detective could see his full name.  During the 
investigation, it was confirmed the individual was 22 years old and lives in South 
Carolina.  The detective contacted the Office of the Attorney General in South Carolina to 
forward the case to them.  The case eventually was sent to an investigator at the South 
Carolina Computer Crimes Center.  In September, the investigator served a search 
warrant at the suspect’s residence and took him into custody.  He was later booked into 
jail.  Charges are pending.  
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A MECTF de

iwanis You
tective participated in the Annual Washington State 
th Law Enforcement Career Camp. The camp was held 

 
b 

ent 
. 

s 
as of federal, state, county, and local law enforcement.  The 

of the 

K
at the Washington State Patrol Academy.    
 
The purpose of the camp is to provide selected high school juniors and seniors, with an
interest in a career in law enforcement, an opportunity to explore the various areas of jo
opportunities in that field. It offers exposure to problems encountered by law enforcem
officers on a daily basis and how to handle these situations in a professional manner

The Washington State Patrol and other police departments provide officers as staff to 
instruct and to be counselors to the students. This gives students a variety of experience
nd expertise in other area

detective also provided information on the purpose of MECTF.  Approximately 80% 
students go on to law enforcement careers. 

AUGUST 
 
Detective Shelby Wilcox from Puyallup Police Department started with the MEC
will be serving a two year contract with the task force.   
 
On August 1, 2007, MECTF arrested a female suspect for the crime of Cyberstalking

fter a search warrant for the house had been issued. The suspect had been contacting 

 
 

TF, and 

 

es were 
clude her two 

 and knowledge of where the victim’s children attended school. The 
where the children attended school. During 

 

 enforcement 

 
 
 

a
the victim through the ebay messaging system.  The contents of the messag
hreatening, harassing and also included a picture of the victim’s family to int
young children
uspect lived within a couple of blocks from s

the search warrant a CD was found with the victim’s name on the front. During interviews 
with family members MECTF Detectives learned the suspect was obsessed with the 
victim and had collected as much information about the victim as possible including 
personal information and stored the information on a CD. Charges are pending at this
time. 
 

ECTF conducted their first regional training to assist state and local lawM
agencies with training support of their computer-related crimes against children.  This 
training was given at Shelton PD.  Topics covered included types of investigations 
conducted by MECTF, computer issues that may be encountered by line officers, and the 
resources available to them.  
 
A 23-year-old Centralia man arrested by MECTF in 2006 pled guilty to Attempted Rape in 
the 2nd Degree in Thurston County.   
 
 

Washington State Patrol  
November 2007 - 22 - 



 

Year in Review (continued)  
  
 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 

ir emergency response plans, both at work and at home, to make sure they are 
rochures, and 

o 

 

 
s 

ER

 
MECTF and MPU participated in the Public Employees Safety Awareness and 
Preparedness Fair.  This inaugural fair was organized through cooperative efforts of 
agency safety offices in numerous agencies on the Capitol Campus to coincide with 
National Preparedness Month.  Governor Gregoire encouraged all Washingtonians to 

view there
prepared to deal with an emergency.  MECTF provided informational b

ssisted with distributing Child ID Kits and fingerprinting children.  Approximately 500 a
people were in attendance.   
 
MECTF opened nine new cases this month.  Four of these cases are proactive MECTF-
initiated cases.  All MECTF detectives are now issued their own stand alone computer t
conduct undercover online investigations.   
 
A Washington State senator visited MECTF and was given an overview of the task force. 
 
The two outside agency detectives attended the 20th Annual Conference on Child Abuse
and Family Violence in Utah.  There were several workshops pertaining to investigation
of exploited children that proved beneficial for them.    
 
OCTOB  

vestigations Conference at the 
estigation and 

nce 
estigators, 

d lectures to 

exploitation of children, and to further enhance their skills to protect America's 
n.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The MECTF unit attended the Annual Violent Crime In

JTC.  This free training included workshops on the successful invC
prosecution of violent crimes.   
 
The MECTF unit attended the ICAC National Conference in California.  This confere

as designed to bring hundreds of federal, state and local law enforcement invw
forensic experts and prosecutors together to participate in workshops an

rther their knowledge while providing them with the tools necessary to combat the fu
online 
hildrec
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 are definitions used by the MECTF: 

ion: 
hen a child is taken, with or without force, from their parent or guardian by a non-family 

ssist:    
es 

 
ircumstances 

consistent with established patterns of behavior. 

hat:  
          

t for a 

hat form of child abuse which entails making images, visual or printed, depicting a minor 

           
oral 

lieves to be a minor for immoral purposes through the 
ending of an electronic communication, the person is guilty of a class C felony. 

 
 
 

 
The following
 
Abduct
W
member. 
 
A
Any case where the MECTF completes interviews, database checks, referrals, or provid
other similar investigative resources/services. 
 
At Risk Missing Child:  
A child that is 13-years-of-age or younger or believed to be out of the zone of safety for 
age and developmental stage, mentally incapacitated, in a life threatening situation, in the
company of others who could endanger his/her welfare, or is absent under c
in
 
C
 Two or more individuals connected to Internet have real-time text-based conversations by 
typing messages into their computer. Groups gather to chat about various subjects. As 
you type, everything you type is displayed to the other members of the chat group. 
 
Child Prostitution: 
Any minor who is persuaded, encouraged, enticed, or compelled into sexual conduc
fee in violation of State or Federal Statute.   
 
Child Sexual Abuse Images: 
T
engaged in sexual explicit conduct. 
(See Possession of Depictions of Minor Engaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct.)  
 
Closed: 
When the originating agency deems the case closed or MECTF assistance has been 
completed. 
 
Communicating with a minor for immoral purposes:   
 Per RCW 9.68A.090, a person who communicates with a minor for immoral purposes, or
a person who communicates with someone the person believes to be a minor for imm
purposes, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.  If the person communicates with a minor or 
with someone the person be
s
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Glossary (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 

r have been 
ch as a national victim identification program 

 

           midate, torment another person using any lewd, lascivious, 
r obscene words, images or language anonymously or repeatedly.  

tion including child pornography, 

a 

of 

ment of a Child: 

, 

 the rape, molestation, or use for prostitution of children 

hen a person aids, invites, employs, authorizes, causes, threats, forces, or compels a 
inor to engage in sexually explicit conduct knowing the child will be photographed or part 
f a live performance. 

 

Confirmed Images: 
Child sexual abuse images where the child victim and age is known o
dentified through investigative techniques sui
database. 
 
Custodial Interference: 
When a relative takes, entices, retains, detains, or conceals the location of a minor from 
that child’s legal parent or guardian. 
 
Cyberbullying:  
Harassment, intimidation, or bullying means any intentional electronic, written, verbal, or 
physical act.  
 
Cyberstalking: RCW 9.61.260 
With intent to harass, inti
indecent, o
 
Cybertip:  

 reporting mechanism for cases of child sexual exploitaA
online enticement of children for sex acts, molestation of children outside the family, sex 
tourism of children, child victims of prostitution, and unsolicited obscene material sent to 
child. Reports may be made 24-hours per day, 7 days per week online at 
www.cybertipline.com or by calling 1-800-843-5678. 
 
Dealing or Sending Depictions of Minor Engaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct: 
A person who knowingly sends, or causes to be sent, or knowingly possesses with the 
intent to or knowingly, develops, duplicates, publishes, prints, disseminates, exchanges, 
finances, or sells, any visual or printed matter that depicts a minor engaged in an act 
sexually explicit conduct. 
 
Entice
The unlawful solicitation of a minor by any means for unlawful sexual conduct. 
 
Exploited Children:   
Children under the age of eighteen who are employed, used, persuaded, induced, enticed
or coerced to engage in, or assist another person to engage in, sexually explicit conduct.  

xploited children also meansE
under the age of eighteen. 
 
Exploitation of a Child: 
W
m
o
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Known Images
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: 
hild sexual abuse images where the victim is identified as a minor based on a 

 verified 

 

hen a person orders, lures, or attempts to lure a minor or a person with a 

inor: 

terchangeably and a child may be a person under the age of sixteen (16) years. 

t the “at risk” criteria. 

ases in which a request for assistance has been received and there is outstanding 

         File sharing between Individual computer users using the Internet, without need for a 

 of 

d in 
licit conduct. 

ecovered: 
 child that has been physically recovered by a member of MECTF, or MECTF was 
volved with the case investigation that leads to a physical return of the child to the 

proper custodial entity. 
 
Social Networking Site:   
An online place where a user can create a profile and build a personal network that 
connects him or her to other users. 
 
 
 

C
physician’s opinion about their age or identification is not known or has not been
through investigative techniques such as the National Victim Identification Program. 

Located: 
When the location of a child is known, but the child is not in the custody of a legal 
guardian and the child may be a possible victim. 
 
Luring: 
W
developmental disability into a motor vehicle without the consent of that person’s parent 
or guardian. 
 
M
Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years.  In this report, minor and child are used 
in
 
Missing Child: 
Under the age of eighteen (18) years and does not mee
 
Open: 
C
investigative requirements to be met. 
 
Peer-To-Peer (P2P):    

central point of management. 
 
Possession of Depictions of Minor Engaged in Sexually Explicit Conduct (“Possession
Child Pornography”): 
A person who knowingly possesses visual or printed matter depicting a minor engage
sexual exp
 
R
A
in

- 26 - 
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rafficking: 
es, or obtains by any means another 

erson by fraud or coercion. 

ation which involves the transport of at least one individual for the purpose of 
exual conduct with a minor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

T
When a person recruits, harbors, transports, provid
p
 
Traveler:  
An investig
s
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Detective Sergeant John-Paul Sager, MECTF Supervisor ….. (360) 704-2390 
 

john.sager@wsp.wa.gov
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Ms. Sue Miller, MPU Supervisor ….. (360) 704-2404 

1-800-THE-LOST   (1-800-843-5678) 

 
www.wsp.washington.gov/missing/ourkids.htm 

 
sue.miller@wsp.wa.gov 

 
1-800-KID-LOST (1-800-543-5678) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Make a donation today

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP MECTF MAKE A 
FE OF A CHILD? DIFFERENCE IN THE LI

 

 
! 

Please make checks payable to
 

:     

Mail to

Washington State Patrol – MECTF 
 

:   
WSP Budget & Fiscal Services 

Olympia, WA 98507 

*The State Patrol shall seek public and private 

Pursuant to RCW 13.60.110 (4) 
 

 

Attn:  Accounts Receivable MECTF 
PO Box 42602 

1-800-KID-LOST 
 

grants and gifts to support the work of the 
task force. 

Keep f Detach here and return with your donation 

:  

 
Please accept my gift in the amount of:  $  ___________ 

or your records 

Name
Address:   
                 

Thank you! 
Missing
Childr

  Pursuant to RCW 13.6
 
  Check #  
   Amount: 
   Date:  

 and Exploited 
en Task Force 

 
0.110(4) 

How did you hear about MECTF?         Media          Newspaper    
       Presentation                Website                 Other   


