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– Approximately 90%-95% are runaways
– 5%-10% missing children are a result of custodial 

interference
– At any given time there are approximately 1,800 

children missing in our state
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Statistical data courtesy of Ms. Susan Miller-WSP Missing Children & 
UPU Unit
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– In 2005 Trooper Renee Padgett began 

working with an idea to help locate missing 
children.  Her vision was to put a large 
photographic image of a missing child on the 
side of a semi trailer.  The thought was that 
the high visibility of trucks on the road would 
assist in locating a missing child.

• OPERATION HOMEWARD BOUND
– In 2005 Trooper Renee Padgett began 

working with an idea to help locate missing 
children.  Her vision was to put a large 
photographic image of a missing child on the 
side of a semi trailer.  The thought was that 
the high visibility of trucks on the road would 
assist in locating a missing child.



RESPONSE
SOLUTION TIMELINE

RESPONSE
SOLUTION TIMELINE

• Target Date To Implement Idea
– April 2006

• Idea for Homeward Bound was conceived 
November 2005

• POPS Project Began Late November 2005
– Partnerships created
– Contact graphic design companies
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children to focus on

• Target Date To Implement Idea
– April 2006

• Idea for Homeward Bound was conceived 
November 2005

• POPS Project Began Late November 2005
– Partnerships created
– Contact graphic design companies
– Locate sponsors
– Work with Missing Children Clearing House to select four 

children to focus on



RESPONSE
SOLUTION

RESPONSE
SOLUTION

• Trooper Padgett Created Innovative Ways 
To Fund The Project

– Donations were sought from a variety of 
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– Budget Auto Wrecking donated additional funds 
for future posters
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