




The drug of Choice during 1800’s 

   

 

 



It was everywhere! 

   

 

 



Opium-Mom’s best friend!! 

   

 

 





 

Opium – fluid obtained from the poppy plant 

Opiates – naturally occurring substance from 

the opium poppy that has pain relieving 

properties 

Opioids – synthetic drugs that act like 

morphine and are very effective pain relievers  



are prescribed 4  



 PAIN IS ALWAYS 

SUBJECTIVE AND CAN 

NEVER BE PROVED OR 

DISPROVED. TOTAL RECALL 



In order to treat 
the patient you 

must believe the 
patient  



Opioid Receptors 
Receptor types 

mu, delta, kappa 

Receptors located throughout body 
Pain relief: central and peripheral nervous system 

Reward and reinforcement: deep brain structures 

Side effects: constipation, sedation, itch, mental 
status changes 

 Receptor interactions  
Full agonists 

Partial agonists 

Antagonists 

 
 



Produced naturally in body  

Act on opioid receptors  

Examples: endorphins, enkephalins, 

dynorphins, endomorphine  

Produce euphoria and pain relief; 

naturally increased when one feels pain 

or experiences pleasure 

 



Many act like endorphins & 

other natural pain relievers  

activate the same receptor sites in the 

brain 

Body produces at least 20 different types of endorphins  





Capsaicin contacts 

tongue 

 Body is tricked 

Believes it’s in pain 

Releases pain-relieving 

endorphins 



Opioid Induced Hyperalgesia 
Hyperalgesia - excessive sensitiveness or 

sensibility to pain 

= Addiction   

 

  







Desomorphine 
a.k.a. – krokodil  

Codeine (OTC) 
gasoline, hydrochloric acid, red 

phosphorous, iodine, paint thinner  

65 million doses seized 

Jan-March 

 

http://www.time.com/time

