
Parents Don’t Know About  

Dangers & Risks 

Only 8% of parents are aware 

of Rx & OTC abuse. 
 

75% don’t talk to their kids 

about the problem. 

Unaware that the drug supply 

can come from their own 

home. 



By CHRIS HAWLEY, June 25, 2011 

NEW YORK (AP) — A wave of pharmacy robberies is sweeping the United 

States as desperate addicts and ruthless dealers turn to violence to feed the 

nation's growing hunger for narcotic painkillers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# Armed Robberies  # Pills Stolen  

2006 380 706,000 

2010 686 1.3 million  



June 1st, 2011  

09:58 AM ET 

Medication Legal Price  Street Price 

Oxycontin  $6.00 $50 to $80 

Oxycodone  $6.00 $12 to $40 

Hydrocodone $1.50 $5 to $20 

Percocet $6.00 $10 to $15 

Vicodin  $1.50 $5 to $25 



Unrecognized 

Under-screened 

Under-arrested 

Under-treated  
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A Pill For Every ILL 



Partnership Attitude Tracking Survey (PAT): Released in April 2006 by The Partnership for a Drug-

Free America 



Liberal use of 

Narcotics for 

Chronic Pain 

associated with 

Terminal 

Illnesses  
 



Liberal use of 

Narcotics for 

Chronic Pain 

associated with 

Terminal 

Illnesses  
 

“We can use 
our Cancer 
Community 
Model for 
any Pain 

Management”   



Liberal use of 

Narcotics for 

Chronic Pain 

associated with 

Terminal 

Illnesses  
 

“the 
incidences of 

addictive 
disorders in 

the pain 
population is 
like zero”  
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Increase in New Starts of Prescription 

Opioid Abuse Among Teenagers   

542% - Incidence of new starts of 

prescription opioid abuse among teenagers  

150% - Prescriptions written for CS 

 81% - Adults abusing controlled substances 

 14% - US population  

Adapted from Manchikanit L. Pain Physician. 2006;9:287-321  
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Increase in New Starts of Prescription 

Opioid Abuse Among Teenagers   

542% - Incidence of new starts of 

prescription opioid abuse among teenagers  

212% - Number of 12-17 year olds abusing CS 

150% - Prescriptions written for CS 

 81% - Adults abusing controlled substances 

 14% - US population  

Adapted from Manchikanit L. Pain Physician. 2006;9:287-321  
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Emergency Department Visits Involving Misuse 

or Abuse of Pharmaceuticals, 2004-2009  

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
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627,291 

766,330 

860,108 

985,316 

1,127,681 

1,244,679 

Source: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Highlights of the 2009 Drug Abuse   

   Warning Network (DAWN) Findings on Drug-Related Emergency Department Visits (December 28, 2010).    



APS/AAPM Guidelines 

Chronic Opioid Therapy for Chronic 

Non-Cancer Pain 

http://www.aapainmanage.org/index.php


APS/AAPM Guidelines 

Chronic Opioid Therapy for 

Chronic Non-Cancer Pain 

http://www.aapainmanage.org/index.php


Policy - AGGRESSIVELY treat pain with Narcotics  

Underestimate – ability/drive to remove time-release 

coating 

Sharing prescription meds 

Few state prescription monitoring programs 

Docs lacking - pain management or addiction 

experience 

False/misleading  statements by manufactures  



The Opioid Therapy Scales Have Tipped   



Four-year medical school = 10 

hours on treatment of pain  

Under current law, the Drug Enforcement Administration 

does not require doctors, dentists and other authorized 

prescribers to undergo training in order to obtain a 

license to dispense opioids. 


