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The Chinese used fingerprinting in the 3rd 

century B.C. for official documents, land 

sales, contracts and loans. 

 

An Italian professor, Marcello Malpighi, in 1686 

using a microscope discovers loops and 

spirals on the end of fingers. 

 

German, J. C. Mayer, in 1788 theorized that 

“friction ridges on skin are unique!?” 

The History of Fingerprints 



The First Fingerprinting in 

Czechoslovakia 

In 1823, a Czechoslovakian, Johannes E. 
Purkinje, described nine fingerprint patterns. 

1. Transverse curve 

2. Central longitudinal stria 

3. Oblique stripe 

4. Oblique loop 

5. Almond whorl 

6. Spiral whorl 

7. Ellipse  

8. Circle 

9. Double whorl 



In 1877, India, Sir William Herschel, started 

inking thumbs and palm impressions.  

• These impressions were used for local contracts, 

government pensioners and prisoners in jail. 

 

The First Fingerprinting in India 



In 1878, in Japan, Dr. Henry Faulds observed 
that fingerprint patterns do not change: 
• Fingerprints are highly variable. 

• Superficial injury may not alter the fingerprint pattern. 

• He described pattern formations on the fingers as 
loops and whorls. 

Dr. Faulds stated, “Fingerprint impressions 
can be taken with a slate, common smooth 
board or piece of tin spread with a thin layer 
of printers ink>” 
• He described “nature-printing” as fingerprinting using 

printers ink.  

• “Fingermarks”  are latent fingerprints left on a object 
by blood or greasy fingers.   

• He thought this may lead to the scientific identification 
of criminals. 

“CSI-Tokyo” 



In 1897, an Englishman, Sir Edward Henry, 
devised a classification system called the 
“Henry Classification”.  He then published a 
book in 1900 named “Classification and Uses of 
Fingerprints.” 
• In 1902, based on fingerprint evidence, the British court 

had their first conviction using this new identification 
method. 

• In modified form, this fingerprint classification of  arches, 
loops and whorls are used today in the Washington State 
Patrol (WSP), Automated Fingerprint Identification 
System (AFIS). 

First Fingerprinting in England 



First Fingerprinting in the  

United States 

In 1902, the New York Civil Service Commission 
established fingerprinting of state job 
applicants. 
• This was to discourage more qualified individuals 

from taking state tests on others behalf. 

 

In 1903, the New York state prison system 
began using fingerprints to identify criminals. 



The William and Will West case changed the way 

criminals were identified in the US. 

• Leavenworth Penitentiary previously used Bertillon body 

measurements to identity inmates. 

• William West was serving life sentence for murder in 1901. 

• Will West became incarcerated in 1903. 

• William and Will had similar Bertillon bodily measurements. 

• In 1905, the fingerprints of William and Will were compared and 

found not to have similar fingerprint characteristics. 

Leavenworth Penitentiary became 

fingerprint based in 1905. 

 

Alfonso Bertillon 

First Fingerprinting in the  

United States 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alphonse_Bertillon.jpg


First Fingerprinting in the  

United States 

In 1905, the Fingerprinting Identification 
Bureau was established at the Leavenworth 
Penitentiary in Kansas. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

Criminal Justice Information Services 

(CJIS) 

On July 1, 1921 to satisfy the growing need for a 

national fingerprint repository, an Act of 

Congress placed the duty within the FBI. 

 

In 1924, the FBI CJIS Division was established to 

satisfy this need. 

 



The first state repository for criminal records 
information was maintained at the Bureau of 
Criminal Identification (BCI), housed within 
the Walla Walla Penitentiary. 
 

• Inmates under supervision 
maintained the state criminal 
history records. 
 

In 1937, the responsibility was transferred 
to the WSP. 
 

Fingerprint Card History in  

Washington State 



Fingerprint Card History in  

Washington State 

In 1955, the responsibility was transferred back to BCI 
within the Department of Institutions. 
 
In 1961, BCI closed due to lack of funding. 
 
In 1972, legislation created the Washington state 

Identification Section (WASIS). 
 

In 1974, the WSP Identification and Criminal History 
Section opened with 20,000 records and became the 
state repository for Washington State criminal 
records. 
 

In 2008, Identification and Criminal History Section 
becomes a central site member of the Western 
Identification Network (WIN). 



• Since joining WIN, WSP has increased 

the criminal history search to eight 

states automatically. 

 

• WIN has the ability to 

store and match palm 

and slap prints. 

 

WSP/WIN 

the Future of Criminal History 



WSP/WIN 

the Future of Criminal History 

• WIN also has the ability to 

accept Department of 

Corrections and Sex Offender 

registration submissions electronically. 



• Fingerprints don’t require a laboratory 

to process. 

• Fingerprints are unique to the person. 

• A person can be identified by fingerprints 

quickly. 

• With proper instruction most can learn to 

fingerprint. 

• There are large state and federal 

fingerprint databases. 

Why is Criminal History in  

Washington State Fingerprint Based? 



“I’m just a 
fingerprint 

card?!” 

“But, I’m used in many 
ways!” 

  Spongecard Fingerprints  
                   Says:  



WSP Receives and Processes 

Fingerprint Cards for: 

• Arrest- when an individual is fingerprinted 
for an offense  

• Sex/Kidnapping Registration- registering as 
required by state statute 

• Applicant- individual may be applying for a 
job that requires a state or state and FBI  
background check 

• Department of Corrections- fingerprinted 
upon incarceration or for crimes while 
incarcerated 

• Personal Identification- individuals may be 
fingerprinted and register their fingerprints 
on file with the state 



An arrest card is used when an individual is 

fingerprinted for an offense. 

• WSP assigns a unique State Identification 

Number (SID) to the first retainable set of arrest 

prints sent to WSP. 

• Subsequent arrests are compared to existing SID 

numbers.  If they are already on file, they are 

added to the same SID number, creating a 

complete criminal history on the individual. 

Arrest Card 



Sex and Kidnapping Offender 

Registration Card (SOR) 

An SOR card is used when an individual is 

fingerprinted for a qualifying offense.  This is 

upon original registration or on observation 

for another state. 

Also, this card is used for subsequent SOR 

registrations. 

• For example:  An individual moving to another 

county must notify that new county 14 days 

before moving.  Then, they must register with 

that county’s sheriff’s office within 24 hours 

 



Applicant Card 

An applicant card is used when an individual is 
fingerprinted for employment or licensing. 
   

When there are ordinances or laws that require 
a state and/or FBI background check:  
• WSP checks for the existence of criminal history 

information. 

• Any criminal history information that is found is 
returned to the requestor. 

• If the search also requires an FBI background 
check, the applicant card is forwarded to the FBI 
electronically. 

 



Examples of Employment and Licenses Currently 

Requiring a Fingerprint Based Background Check 

Using an Applicant Card 

• Concealed Pistol Licenses  

• School Employees 

• Bank Loan Officers 

• Gambling Commission 

• Security Guards 

• Vulnerable Adults and 
Children 

• Drivers Training Instructors 

• Horse Racing Commission 

• Washington State Parks 

 

• Private Detective 

• DSHS Licensing 

• Explosives License 

• Liquor License 

• State Investment Board 

• Emergency Vehicle Permit 

• Bail Bond Agents 

• Firearm Dealers 

• Taxi License 

• Insurance Commission 

 

 

 



Personal Record Review 
Used to review criminal history maintained in Washington 

State. 

• Used to review criminal history maintained at the FBI. 

Personal Identification Card 
A State Identification (SID) number is assigned and information 
is retained in the state database. 

• Used for victims of Identity theft. 

• Used for Alzheimer's and dementia patients. 

Criminal Justice Employment 
A SID is assigned and retained in the state database. 

• Used for state retained criminal justice employment. 

Criminal Justice Contractor Employee 
A SID is assigned and retained in the state database. 

•Used for individuals who are working within a criminal justice 
agency. 

 

 

Other Applicant Fingerprint Based  

Background Checks 



Check photo identification 

• An acceptable form of identification is a state issued 

drivers license, identification card or passport. 

• The individual and person completing the 

fingerprinting must sign the card (if mailed). 

 

 1. Place fingerprint card in addressed/sealed 

envelope. 

2. Seal the envelope. 

3. Sign or initial over the seal. 

When Fingerprinting an Applicant . . .  

Chain of Custody 



Department of Corrections’ (DOC) 

Card Submissions 

Fingerprints are taken for: 
• Upon initial DOC incarceration. 

• An individual being supervised for another state. 

• An individual receiving a Department of Social and 
Health Services 
civil commitment. 

• An individual that re-offends while incarcerated. 

These fingerprints are compared to the records 
retained by WSP and their criminal history 
record is updated. 



WSP retains registered information for 99 
years from oldest date of birth on file:  
 

• Retained history is purged, deleted or destroyed. 
 

• WSP then removes: 
• The SID on file 

• Any archived files 

• Any sex and kidnapping information  

• Any microfilmed documents 

• WASIS is update with “Expunged” 

Average Life Expectancy 

 of a Fingerprint Card (retention) 



“What about DNA or 
retina scans?” 

“Fingerprints are unique!!” 



Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Identification 

  

The WSP Crime Laboratory maintains two DNA databases: 

• Offender   

• Forensic 

• Missing Persons 

• Relatives of Missing Persons 

• Unidentified Humans 

 

Other Forms of Identification 

in Washington 



Latent Fingerprint Identification 

 
The WSP Crime Laboratory, Latent Fingerprints 

• Laboratory collects, compares 

and registers latent fingerprints to AFIS. 

 

Dental Record Identification 

 

WSP Missing Persons Unit 

• This unit compares post mortem dental 

records to those that were on file for the 

missing person. (forensic odontology) 

Other Forms of Identification 

in Washington Continued 



FBI CJIS Division 

• Facial Recognition 

• Palm print Identification 

• Iris Recognition 

• Voice Recognition 

• Fingerprint Identification 

• DNA Identification 

 

Other Forms of Identification 

in the United States 



Any Questions? 

WSP Identification and 

Criminal History Section:  

(360) 534-2000 

 

FBI CJIS: 

1-877-444-6427 


